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During a long train ride across the Australian outback, twelve-year-old Zach and his younger sister

discover that two ruthless men have smuggled an endangered cockatoo on board, and they must

save the bird while preventing a train collision.
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At 15, I'm probably too old to fully enjoy the book, but it was pretty neat. This brother and sister are

on a train in Australia when the come across a pair of bird smugglers who, realizing that someone

knows about them, throw themfrom the train into the middle of the desert. Now they have to reach

one of those radio stations scattered all about the desert to send for the police before the thieves

get away. Suspense!

Donna Jo Napoli has written some terrific books for kids and young adults. This one just lacks the

vibrancy of her usual writing. The plot is anemic compared to her usual compelling stories. Pick

another one of her books.
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